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Seagrasses grow like our urban lawns
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Food Web: Dugong grazing in Shark Bay
(Cindy Bessey)
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Global Distribution and Diversity
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Halophila:
Bocas del Toro, Panama Kuna Yala, Panama

Thalassia: Ruppia: Zostera:

Morro Bay, USA Ria Formosa, Portugal
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Halophila decipiens
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Thalassia




Fig. 1. Global map (A)
of cumulative human
impact across 20 ocean
ecosystem types. (Insets)
Highly impacted regions
in the Eastern Caribbean
(B), the North Sea (C),
and the Japanese waters
(D) and one of the least
impacted regions, in
northern Australia and
the Torres Strait (E).
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Intertidal

<35 H. ovalis
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How stressful is this for seagrasses? :
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Rp (nmol O, g' DM s™)

Pyn(nmol O, g' DM s™)

® Thalassia hempnchii
® Enhalus acoroides
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Seagrass Grazing Studies

*Rabbit Fish Grazing

*Turtle Grazing and Movement
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Outreach

Sharing Knowledge
with One Arm Point
School
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Collaboration with
Bardi Jawi Rangers

- Provides traditional ecological knowledge

- Sustains traditional owners’ livelihoods and
connection to land



Management implications it m’s’;ﬁu’fé; %ﬁ

*Seagrasses in the Kimberley survive
extreme physical conditions, yet maintain
high productivity

*This productivity supports a diverse
animal community, and must be managed O —
accordingly S e P -

*Growth rates and productivity more
valuable than biomass or cover
measurements

*Further need to understand recruitment
and seed ecology to understand pressures
and future trajectories of Kimberley
seagrasses

*Community outreach and citizen science
will be critical for driving the management
of these meadows
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